
		
        

        

		Jump to content
		




	
	
        
        Salesforce and other SMB Solutions are coming soon.
        

		×
	

	





		
			
				
					




					
						

		
	
	
                
                    Existing user? Sign In  
                
                

	
		
		
		
			
			
			
				
					
						

	Sign In

	


		
			
			
				
			
		
	
			
		
	
			
				
				
			
			
				Remember me
				Not recommended on shared computers
			

		
	
			Sign In
			
				
					
						
					
					Forgot your password?
				

			
		




					

					
						
							
								
									Or sign in with one of these services

								
								
									
										


	
		
			
				
			
		
		Sign in with Facebook
	

									

								
									
										


	
		
			
				
			
		
		Sign in with Twitter
	

									

								
							

						

					

				

			
		

	



            
	
				
					Sign Up
				
			



						
	
		
			
			
			
			
			
		
	


					
				

			
			

	
		
				
			
			
				
					FMT News Site
				
			
			
		
	
			
			
				
					Browse
				
			
			
					
			
			
				
					Forums
				
			
			
		
	
			
			
				
					Gallery
				
			
			
		
	
			
			
				
					Blogs
				
			
			
		
	
			
			
				
					Events
				
			
			
		
	
			
			
				
					Downloads
				
			
			
		
	
						More 
						

					


			
		
	
			
			
				
					Activity
				
			
			
					
			
			
				
					All Activity
				
			
			
		
	
						More 
						

					


			
		
	
			
			
				
					Clubs
				
			
			
		
	
			
			
				
					Store
				
			
			
					
			
			
				
					Donations
				
			
			
		
	
						More 
						

					


			
		
	
			
			
				
					Support
				
			
			
					
						More 
						

					


			
		
	
			
			
				
					Subscriptions
				
			
			
		
	
					More
						
							More 
							

						


				


			

		

	

			
	
						
							Scripts - Scripting
						
					
	
		
	


		

		
			
				
					

	

		
			 All Activity
		



		
			
				Home 
			
		
	
				
					
						FileMaker Under the Hood 
					
				
			
	
				
					
						Scripts - Scripting 
					
				
			
	
				
					Script for .pdf an/or email
				
			



					
					
						


		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		
	
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		
	
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		


	



						
						
						

	




						




		
	
	
		
			
				

				
				
					
						Script for .pdf an/or email
					
				
			

			
			
		

		
			
				
				

	
		
					
				
	
					
				
	
					
				
	
					
				
	
					
				




			

		
	

	

	
		
			
				

	
		



	

				
					
						
						
							By 


1Landy

							December 19, 2021 in Scripts - Scripting
						
						
					

				

			

		

		
			
				
					
						


    
          Share
    

    
        	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



        
            

            More sharing options...
        
    


					
					
						

					
                    

					



					




	

	
		Followers
		0
	



				

			

					
	

	
	











	





	
			
	

	


	
		Recommended Posts

		
	



	
	
		
			
			
				

					

					
					





	

	

	
		
			
				

	
		



	

				
				
					
						

					
				
			

		

		
			
				


1Landy
			

			
				Posted December 19, 2021
				
			

		

	

	
		


1Landy
			
		

			
				
					

	
		



	

					
					
						

					
				

			
	Members
	
						
							
								 12
							
						


				


	
	
		



	
		
			
				

			

				
					
						Share


				


		


		
			Posted December 19, 2021
			
			
				
				
			
		

	


	

    

	
		
		
			
	I use FileMaker Pro 16 on a Mac (OS High Sierra) to compile a fact sheet from an imported Excel spreadsheet. A field within this spreadsheet, is used to merge data  from two FM16 databases.




	 




	I’m having difficulty compiling  a script to either store (print) the fact sheet as a .pdf and/or email it via Outlook. Thoughts appreciated.
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	Outlook is notoriously uncooperative because it is extremely suspicious about being bossed around by external programs.  Not saying it can't be done, but I've tended to avoid it.  (Easier to Send Mail using SMTP Server if you have that option)




	 




	But loosely speaking you want:




	 




	Set Variable [$AttachmentPath; Get(TemporaryPath) & "FactSheet.pd"]




	Go to Layout [PDF_Friendly_Layout_With_All_Columns]




	Save Records as PDF [specifry file = $AttachmentPath, records being browsed]




	Send Mail [To= whoever@isp.org subject=Here Ya Go file attachment = $AttachmentPath, no dialog]
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	Thanks AHunter3 for the prompt reply!




	 




	I partially understand your approach, and yes I can get FactSheet saved as a .pdf. However, I have not been able to save it with a specific name.




	 




	The Excel spreadsheet, which is imported into FM contains two uniquie.values: first is “Document Numer’ the second is the "Revision Nmber”, eg: 211200123 and 0  say! These get stored in FM Factsheet under the same field names. Along wth another unique name which comes from one of the two other FM databases.




	 




	To clarify FM database 1 stores Addresses and FM database 2 stores and generates the unique Document Number and stores the information being requested by the recipient. The Excel Spreadsheet does all the number crunching of the information which the recipient has requested. Both the “Document Number’ and the "Revision Nmber” are entered manually into the spreadsheet and constitute the frame work connecting the two FM databases and the FactSheet data base together. The FactSheet database stores the results for future scrutiny.




	 




	So when the .pdf is generated it has to be save with the name: "Msg 211200123-0.pdf” etc..




	Basically how do I do this?
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	You haven't fully explained your "database 1" / "database 2" structure, how the relationship between the two is defined and which table contains the Document Number and the Revision Number.




	 




	But once again here's the basics:




	Set Variable [$AttachmentPath; Get(TemporaryPath) & YourTable::Document Number & "-" & YourTable::Revision Number &  "FactSheet.pdf"]




	Then you save the pdf to  $AttachmentPath which is also what you use to define the email file attachment.




	If, from the context you're doing this, it isn't obvious how to snag the fields I am calling YourTable::Document Number and YourTable::Revision Number, you'll have to explain your structure more completely in order for me to help you with that.
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	Hi - see the drawing below which  is in effect a follow chart of what I'm trying to do. Everything works fine, except I cannot get the pdf to print with the generated name as shewn!




	Does this make sense?
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	Not as much as you'd probably like it to. 




	 




	Nobody is a mind reader.  Anything you don't explicitly explain, other people have to either guess about or else your design has to be more or less how they'd have done it.




	I want to know *TABLE* names (don't care about file names) for FileMaker Document Register and FileMaker Clients and FileMaker Quote to Clients.




	 




	And I want to see a screenshot of your relationship diagram from within FileMaker Quote to Client.




	And I want to know *exactly* how you're trying to print the pdf.  I assume you're using a script, but I want to see either a screen shot of the script or have you write out the script steps meticulously, one or the other, so I can see how it matches up to your relationship diagram, or doesn't.
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	Is this what you need:
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	a) At the time you're preparing to run this script, what is the value of Quotes Rev 2.1.2::ISL Doc Ref Base?  And what is the value of Quotes REv 2.1.2::ISL Doc Rev Base?  Are they showing up empty or do they have values?




	 




	b) What actually happens when you run your script?  I gather that it "is not working" but do you see error messages?  Do you get a PDF saved but not with the name you expected?  Be explicit about what happens when you run your script.
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	Hi AHunter3 – First Happy New Year Sorry for the delay, have been teaching 9y grand-daughter to sail.




	 Anyway, I’m still not having any luck with saving a PDF. This is the script I have come up with and all I get is an error message " Macintosh HD:Users:LROVER7:Desktop:PDF_Quotes: Quote 21126639-0.pdf" could not be created on this disk. Use a different name, make more room on the disk, unlock it or use a different disk!




	 I have used a generic name like “Quote”, in place of "Quote 21126639-0".




	I have unlocked it, and I get the same message. So what is my problem?




	 Go to Layout [ “Quotes Rev 1.3” (Quotes Rev 2.1.3) ; Animation: None ]




	Set Variable [ $Path; Value "macfile:Macintosh HD:Users:LROVER7:Desktop:PDF_Quotes:" ]




	Set Variable [ $Name ; Value: Quotes Rev 2.1.3::DocName ]




	 Set Variable [ $FullPath ; Value: $Path & $Name &".pdf" ]




	Save Records as PDF [Restore ; with dialog: Off ; $FullPath ; Current record ]
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	change this:

Set Variable [ $Path; Value "macfile:Macintosh HD:Users:LROVER7:Desktop:PDF_Quotes:" ]


	to this:




	 




	Set Variable [ $Path; Value  Get(DesktopPath) & "PDF_Quotes" ]


	that should do it.


	For future reference, FileMaker doesn't use conventional colon-delimited referents, it uses Unix-style slashes so if you were going to spell it all out, instead of utilizing Get(DesktopPath), it would look like this:


	Set Variable [ $Path; Value "filemac:///Macintosh HD/Users/LROVER7/Desktop/PDF_Quotes/" ]


	(and it is "filemac" not "macfile", also)
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	Hi AHunter3 Thanks for the lesson which is appreciated. Your suggestion to adopt:




	 Set Variable [ $Path; Value: Get(DesktopPath) & "PDF_Quotes" ]




	 Works fine, except it saves the required document to the desktop with the name:




	"PDF_QuotesQuote 21126639-0"




	 Whereas, I want it to save the document into the folder “PDF_Quotes” which is on the  desktop. At a later stage I will want the document saved to a similar named file on a remote data storage disk which is kept at a secure location and which I can be access when travelling.
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	Set Variable [ $Path; Value: Get(DesktopPath) & "PDF_Quotes" ]




	Set Variable [ $Name ; Value: Quotes Rev 2.1.3::DocName ]




	Set Variable [ $FullPath ; Value: $Path & "/" & $Name &".pdf" ]




	That should put the file ($Name & ".pdf") inside the folder "PDF_Quotes" which is on your Desktop.




	When you switch to saving to a remote disk, you want this nomenclature for $Path:




	 




	Set Variable [$Path; "filemac:///Volumes/" & "Remote Disk Actual Name Goes Here" & "/" & "Any Folder" & "/" & "Any SubFolder if Applicable" & "/" ]




	 




	Note the three slashes before Volumes.  The first two are standard URL syntax, like http://www.whatever.com but the third one is Unix for "root of the startup disk".  And any disks other than the startup disk are effectively aliased to /Volumes as if all other volumes were folders inside of /Volumes
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	Hi AHunter3 Well I believe the case has been solved; of course with your able assistance. The answer was the three slashes “///’ in this function:




	 Set Variable [ $Path; Value: "filemac:///Macintosh HD/Users/LROVER7/Desktop/PDF_Quotes/" ]




	 It is interesting that so far I have not come across any reference to these three slashes and I suppose the reason being that File maker no longer have books you can read before retiring for the night, as well as for leaving notes and pencils between the pages. I brought a very good book “FileMaker Pro 8.5 Tutorial” many years ago when passing through London and often need to refer to it! I also have the same problem with Vectorworks – all now on-line! I’m sure I'm not the only one with this issue?
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	Hi AHunter3




	 As a footnote, the solution arrived at makes me think of applying this to an Material requirements planning (MRP) system. The only part which I believe is best left out of a FM solution is machine programming and price and FX calculations used in the latter. any suggestions?
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	Hi AHunter3




	Question, do you also write VBA for Excel?




	I have a similar problem here which I have never been able to solve!




	I can print a spreadsheet to PDF and I can also print the same spreadsheet to a printer. What I cannot do is Print to PDF followed by Print to Printer!




	Once  I print to PDF, I then have to quit Excel reboot it and then Print to Printer. I run Excel for Mac 2011 Version 14.7.7. And the OS is High Sierra 10.13.06.




	Yes, I run legacy software for a reason. When I upgrade to the latest versions, all earlier files (also in Word) are no longer accessible, and we have to have them available for seven years for tax purposes!
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	I can relate; I run a lot of legacy software myself.   But no, I can't VBA my way out of a paper box.  It took me all day to write a macro that would just copy a range of cells and paste them into another Excel document.
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	Hi again AHunter3;




	 Another issue I have is getting data from an Excel spreadsheet which resides on our internal (LAN) network




	 This is the part of the script which keeps saying “The file “HS 2021.2.xls” could not be found and is required to complete this operation.




	 Import Records [With Dialog: Off : Source: “file:IL Data2/SBA/Prices/HS 2021.2.xls’: Worksheet: “”]




	 What am I missing?
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	How did "file:IL Data2/SBA/Prices/HS 2021.2.xls" get into your Import Records script step?  Did you manually navigate to the file where it sits in IL Data2, and click the OK button?  Or did you type the file path manually?




	 




	More typically, the path you'd get when you navigate in that fashion (manually I mean) would be "filemac:/IL Data2/SBA/Prices/HS 2021.2.xls"  (assuming you are indeed on a Mac) .  "file" isn't incorrect but it generally changes to "filemac" or "filewin" if you're using a fully qualified path and not a relative path.
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	It got there because I put it there thinking it was 'the logical path' to follow. from your reply obviously not!
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	If I'm importing from a hard-wired file path, I always click the "Add File" button @ upper right and navigate to it.  That inserts the correct file path for you.  And when I'm using a calculated file path, I will *put* a file in an appropriate location so that I can pick it and get the *structure* of the file path and then change only the parts that need to be calculated.




	e.g.




	where $Path is defined as  Jobs::Client Name & "/" & Year (Invoice::Date) & "_Invoice.xlsx", and I'm going to import from $Path, I'll stick a dummy file in a "Jones Co" dummy client folder, then navigate to it, giving me a file path  such as filemac:/Users/AHunter3/Documents/Projects/Clients/Jones Co/2022_Invoice.xlsx




	Then, taking that string, I can calculate the value of $Path more reliably:




	 




	Set Variable [$Path; "filemac:/Users/AHunter3/Documents/Projects/Clients/" & Jobs::Client Name & "/" & Year (Invoice::Date) & "_Invoice.xlsx"]




	Then rip out the inserted path string from the Import Records statement and replace it with $Path
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	I have finally solved the problem. I was going to far back on the file path, basically to the desktop then tracking the path from there to where the .xls file resided. 




	This is the script that works:




	Import Records [ With dialog:off ;Source: "file:../../../../SBA/Prices/HS 2021.2.xls:Worksheet"; "filemaker"; Add ; MacRoman]




	Thanks for your help!
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